A28

EERE - AR

REsE | BOH

=l

| & |

23
Sok

2017468128 (E&—)

) Regulate private columbaria w1th 1nnovat10n

Bl EEAE

NN L

= ﬁéi@]_ =

BV " (Legislative
Council) 5 H 25 H =i 78 #4
BB IR LEIRG) > TR
446 A 30 H AR (upon
gazettal) ©

Sk (legislation) B FLE 5 I
WK HIEAETRES [ k] > ER
ERLETES AR - i L R I
755( %ﬂg% (niche prices) HEIHHEH -
w BRI B R AR 1 A

%m u%%u@%mt%mm
Eﬂiﬁ—%% HN\BERE

AR Y AL B KRS BB T AT A
Wl HAE %R%%ﬁ%%ﬁﬁaaﬁf

o fFE W 2 B O M E (poorly
managed) - M CFLEH K Z BT

iy > AR EAT AL ﬁﬁaﬁi R f
(interest) °
ERFEENE » CREG IR B ke
AR KRBEFVETS AR BEKE (shut
down) > WHAIZE (rehousing) FFHUAHE K
B KR -
BRFRUA 153 AL ETES - &b A 30
] 5] FF 45 & b 326 3K (user restrictions in
the land leases) FIRI#E| & (statutory town
planning requirements) > HE A e 5%
J s HERBIRBERF A BUN B3R - e R
I FERE R T Ay
BURNFERE - SR AR - 1A 8 B
AL A R AR BE HOAS I T 22 D e
B EREFEZE =T EREN 2

HEL 7ERMBFCRSY [RFEEE
] WIMEA > REE AR 90 B A H K EE
i © 2010 4F 2 2011 4F ] > BH# ) (Food
and Health Bureau) BB A2 18 Y0
F 24 & L3 (potential sites) DA% H KR
o

ZERUT R R E

AATBURGE VS BB B KA 8 LR
Mol BH ) (heavy resistance) - PAECE 4

(to date) EMAIANEERG RA MM > &0
HAL R A5 2 54018 > AEEBE HARAS 2 0.3% >

B RFEOIA R R—AMKFFH (a tiny drop in
the bucket) °

SN IR B ORI > "1
£ T AN AR BRI AL SE T (in their

backyard) > W fi] - 5 W OEH W E
(contradictory needs) > 7% 5 BURF 1Y ¥ 48
(communication) @ B N

> [F] IRF 2% B it B
(innovation) FI¥A,

(coordination capabilities)
BISRET (resolve) ~ AIHT
s e

m%&%@%ﬂﬁi%%ﬁfﬁm%@
(outlying islands of lower ecological value)
B [EANE] > fogst [ NE] B
55 B Ay B/ > AT AR R R
expedient) FEALHEASHER ) [ RE o
AR ERERE R EE% - BT
ANEFEIEFE . (explore the possibilities of

implementation) ©

(short-term

L ETRIB AT AR R A A K RO REIRE -

%t SCEEFRWEN WEI PO

(BRI MERE R AREERT N )

SR WM RPN/ -

( g% B &B L EHTEF26-5-2017 )

[woo|rewioy @ Asayel~omA] s Asljerm

Passed by the Legislative Council
on May 25, the Private Columbaria

e

Ordinance will come into effect on
June 30 upon gazettal.

Although it is justified to regulate private
columbaria through legislation, at a time when
public lots are scarce, niche prices are set to
skyrocket and thousands of urns of the deceased
to be displaced if the existing private ones fail to
secure licenses.

The authorities should be discreet and consider
extending the grace period for unlicensed private
columbaria, so as to avoid drastic drop in supply
within a short time.

Only one-fifth comply with laws

In recent vyears, the private columbarium

industry has boomed in the absence of

These
homes to the dead are often poorly managed, with

government  regulations. privately-run
no guarantee of good standard and service.
Enacting the Private Columbaria Ordinance could
protect the interest of citizens by regulating the
industry.

As a large number of private columbaria might
be forced to shut down when the Ordinance is in
place, the rehousing of stored ashes has become a
big challenge. Of the 153 existing premises, only
30 are compliant with both user restrictions in the
land

requirements, thus having a higher chance for

leases and statutory town planning
obtaining a license.

The rest either fail to meet government
demands, or are currently involved with various
degrees of offenses.

According to the government, up to 80,000
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niches could be displaced due to licensing matters,
while the columbarium industry estimates that the
figure could be as high as 300,000. For this
reason, transitional properly

addressed.

issues must be

Government resolve tested

In retrospect, the government had proposed to
have columbaria in every area seven years ago,
vowing to build 900,000 public niches. Between
2010 to 2011, the Food and Health Bureau had
announced 24 potential sites in the 18 areas but
to no avail, as the plan was met with heavy
Only two
public columbaria with 2,540 niches are built to

resistance from local communities.

date. This number is barely 0.3 per cent, a tiny
drop in the bucket to the original plan.

Everyone wishes to seek a final resting place for

their loved ones, yet nobody wants to have it in
their backyard. Striking a balance between the
many contradictory needs would be a difficult task
for  the resolve,

government,  where its

innovativeness, communication and coordination
capabilities would be put to the test.

In fact, different sectors of the community has
already offered their ideas to overcome the
problem.

For example, a political party has proposed to
convert outlying islands of lower ecological value
There should be less
resistance as these islands are wusually barely
inhabited,

short-term expedient to the shortage of niches.

into large columbaria.
thus the plan could prove to be a
The government should really take these

solid ideas into consideration, and actively

explore the possibilities of implementation.
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