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There are many good movies in the
history of Hong Kong. Most citizens
of the SAR are aware that we have
a rich cinematic heritage, with one
of the most prolific film industries in
the world that has produced a body
of wonderful films throughout the
years. Yet, this rich tradition remains
largely unrecognized, even ignored.
Old movies, especially those made
before the fabled Golden Age of the
1980s, are considered irrelevant,
poorly made and, perhaps worst,
boring.

“100 Must-See Hong Kong Movies”
aims at changing that misguided
perception. It is a screening
programme presented by the Hong
Kong Film Archive, designed to let
viewers experience some of the
best movies made in Hong Kong.

The films in the programme
represent Hong Kong cinema from
its early years to the end of the 20"
century. The tumn of the century was
used as cut-off point for several
reasons. This provides some
historical distance to the selection
process. Also, movies are the
dominant art form of the last century
and Hong Kong films in this century
have experienced a development
very different from that of the last.

The titles were chosen by a panel
of experts well-versed in the history
of Hong Kong cinema. They are
Sam Ho, Programmer of the HKFA;
Po Fung, HKFA Research Officer;
Wong Ain-ling, former HKFA
Research Officer and renowned
writer; Law Kar, former HKFA
Programmer and film researcher;

Li Cheuk-to, Artistic Director of
the Hong Kong International Film
Festival; and Shu Kei, Dean of the
School of Film & Television, the
Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts.

Films were selected mostly on
artistic grounds but in some
instances for their historical
significance. As the programme title
indicates, these are films that must
be seen. Availability is therefore
another selection criterion. The idea
of “must see” loses meaning if the
films cannot be seen. As such, all
of the titles on the list are, as far
as we can determine, available for
screening.

Cinema, despite its ready capacity
for entertainment, is an art form.
And among all the art forms

practiced in Hong Kong, film
undeniably has the most profound
impact on the rest of the world. Our
cinema has enjoyed widespread
global success and, even more
importantly, inspired much imitation,
which, of course, is the best form
of flattery. It is therefore paramount
that the people of Hong Kong
should have a better understanding
and appreciation of our cinema'’s
amazing accomplishments.

Sam Ho,
Programmer,
Hong Kong Film Archive
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i}k Head : M5 Richie LAM

fiiH#H Programming Unit

§ii H 3R# Programmer : {i[}8#l Sam HO

i E B (gt ) Programme Assistant (Film Programme) : 15 Gladys LAU
i EH PP (JE% ) Programme Assistant (Exhibition) : E4*JF Cass WONG
AT E 3P Project Assistant : W Kay NG

TR R E B Museum Trainee : ZEHHl Janis LAW

2 HF B Summer Intern : ¥ 5 Elson CHENG

77 1 P T SO 097

50 Lei King Road, Sai Wan Ho, Hong Kong
ik Tel : 852-2739 2139

4E Fax : 852-2311 5229

I E-mail : hkfa@lesd.gov.hk
#4hWebsite : http://www.filmarchive.gov.hk
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