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Ancient Greek Archetype of the Female Characters
h Shakespeare’ s Four Tragedies

ZHANGW ei
(College of L iterature, Shanghai University, Shanghai, 200444, China)

Abstract: Mythology is the origin of literature Shakegeare was deeply influenced by ancient Greek culture The female
characters in his four tragedies not only originated from real life but al® energed fran thewamb of ancient Greek mythology. In
thisway, they diplace it In the processof digplacement, samething original is reserved, while nev components are evolved that
reflect the newv irit of a new epoch, thus enbodying Shakepeare’ s unique magination of the theatrical art By selecting five
typical female characters, thispagper discusses howv ancient Greek mythological archetype emerges and immerges in Shakegeare’
s four tragic plays

Key words Shakegeare, four tragedies, images of female characters, ancient Greek mythology, archetype, emerge
and mmerge

A Contrastive Analysis of the Implications
of Courage” asa Virtue n Chha and n theW est

LU Yaohuai
(College of Public Administration, Suzhou U niversity of Science and Technology, Suzhou, 215009, China)

Abstract: Acocording o traditional ideology in China,“ courage” asa virtue should be defined as courage that show's know |-
edge and courage that digplays benewolence Not only must it be based on knowledge, but al® it must be shown in acts out of
kindness, folloving the doctrine of* propriety” and” rignteousness’. The Pecific functions of* courage” as a virtue may be
ammarized as the* courage” with which one defeatsone’ s enamy, the* courage” with which one overcomes difficulties, and
the* oourage” with which one practices lIf - discipline W estemn thinkers defines' courage” mainly in the light of reason, lavs
and decrees Since modem times, courage as a virtue has played an important role in the development of cepitalisn And since
the 9 11 incident, western thinkers have enphasized that courage can only be used in upholding a just cause In our present Chi-
nese Lciety, we should both critically inherit the traditional connotations of courage as a virtue in China and absorb or drawv on
with a critical eye the positive interpretations of courage as a virtue in theW est

Key words confucianisn, virtues, ethics ocourage
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