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To My Villagers: a Newly-found
Essay Written by Xu Guangqi and Its Interpretation

ZENG Xiongsheng
(Institute for the History of Natural Science, CAS, Beijing 100010, China)

Abstract As an essay written by Xu Guangqi (1562—1633 ), a famous scientist, statesman
and one of the earliest Catholics towards the end of the Ming Dynasty (1368—1644) , with important
reference value to the study of Xu’s life, thought, traditional response of agriculture to disaster, and
the spread of knowledge of agricultural, To My Villagers is neither seen in his collected works nor ci-
ted or studied by scholars before. Now the essay has been found in the Records of the Songjiang Pre-
fecture (1630). This paper gives the first modern style text of the essay, as well as a primary inter-
pretation and study based on its background.

Key words Xu Guangqi, lost essay, new historical material





