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On Child Science : An Approach to Preventing and Resolving Children’s Issues

@ Kobayashi Noboru

Children are at risk, whenever and wherever, unless we adults can provide proper child-raising,
child care and education. We cannot avoid these risks or resolve the issues that affect children with
specialists working separately in their respective fields. Few issues today have a single cause, but rather
involve multiple interrelated factors, so it is necessary to form teams to think about and apply our ideas
together. Based on an interdisciplinary and comprehensive approach, Child Science seeks to prevent and
resolve children’s issues by bringing together people with different perspectives. The Japanese Society of
Child Science was founded nearly ten years ago as a forum for the practical study of Child Science and
active exchange among all who are similarly concerned about children.

Today’s conference is a wonderful opportunity to incorporate the insights of Child Science and to
think about how these issues are related to our respective cultures. I hope that everyone will learn more
about Child Science on this occasion.

Kobayashi Noboru : M.D., Ph.D.,
Professor Emeritus of the University
of Tokyo; President Emeritus of the
National Children’s Hospital; Director of
Child Research Net (CRN); Director of
Benesse Institute for the Child Sciences
and Parenting; President of the Japanese
Society of Child Science; Honorary
Director of the Japanese Society of
Baby Science; Honorary President of
the Japanese Society for Breastfeeding
Research; Honorary President of the
Japanese Society for Prevention of Child
Abuse and Neglect.

Graduated from the Graduate School
of Medicine, University of Tokyo, in
1954. Studied in the United States
and England. Served as Professor,
University of Tokyo; President,
National Children’s Hospital; and Chair,
International Pediatric Association.
Awards include the Japan Medical
Association Award for Outstanding
Distinguished Service (November 1984),
the 56th Mainichi Shuppan Culture
Prize (October 1985), International
Pediatric Association Award (July
1986), Second Class Order of the Sacred
Treasure (Autumn 2001), and the
Takemi Prize (December 2003).
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Books outside his area of specialization,
pediatric medicine, include Human
Science (Nakayama Shobo), Children
are Our Future (Medi-Science Inc.),
Reciprocal Development Through Child-
raising (Futohsha).
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