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Mr Robert Law, Director of Environmental Protection:

Perhaps | can respond at least in part to the question. | can't answer about the
schizophrenia. The situation with the Tsuen Wan Slaughterhouse is that, as members
know, there have been a lot of complaints over the years. Interestingly enough, however,
for the first nine years or so of its existence we received hardly any complaints; one or two
a year, sometimes none at all. Then after, | think, it was 1997, we suddenly got a few
hundred complaints that year, | think, as a result of some local interest in the general issue.

We have been working over the years quite closely with the slaughterhouse
operators and quite a number of measures were instituted to significantly minimise the
odour coming from the slaughterhouse. The situation now is that there is certainly no
evidence of any actionable offences under either the Air Pollution Control Ordinance or
indeed the Noise Control Ordinance. We are in agreement with District Council members
and some members of this Council. We have for several years been stepping up our
enforcement efforts there. We make visits at least six times per month at random times,
such as weekends, night-time, Sundays and public holidays, and we have yet to detect any
actionable offences.

As to the statement about it being an undesirably located GIC facility, | think, it
goes without saying, if we are talking about ideal planning, one wouldn't put an abattoir
within 150 metres of a residential development. | think the abattoir was intended to be
there before the residential development was put in place, but I think that was probably the
context in which that statement was made. | repeat that we haven't actually got any
evidence of any actionable offences under either of those two ordinances.
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