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Abstract The “Declaration on Marching towards Global Ethics”, delivered in Chicago Warld Religion Convention in Sept. 1993, intends
to sort out from different cultural traditions “a minimal basic common understanding” —some ethical principles which keep the world peace.
With regard to this vital problem, which is worthy of a thorough discussion, this paper sets up four points. First, it is significant to inquire
a minimal basic common understanding of ethical ideas, considering that there must be ethical principles that can be accepted by nations
and countries with different cultural traditions because mankind surely shares some common understanding of ethics. Second, the setup of
the global ethics demands the absorption from different national cultural traditions thought nutrients, the exploration and utilization of which
should be based on the premise of respecting the traditional ethic values of these cultures. Third, the setup of the global ethics is supposed
to pay attention to vital problems faced by mankind nowadays, such as peace and development, society, economy and environment, etc.
Finally, the establishment of global ethics ought to take as its basic tenets the “harmony with difference”, which is not only of positive eco-
nomic significance in eradicating contradictions, conflicts and wars among different nations and countries, but also a drive for a sound devel-

opment of cultures of different nations and countries.

Key words global ethics; civilization conflict; cultural tradition; harmony with differences
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